CLEMENCEAU

oppresses us all: the cosmos with its interminable repetitions
eludes conception by the human intelligence. Yet we live
and strive and feel and hope and have our conceptions of justice
and sympathy and duty which come we know not whence and
pass onwards we know not whither. Man as a highly organised
individual entity becomes superior to the mere matter of which
his mind is a function, because as an individual he can rise up
out of himself and criticise and reflect upon that which, without
any such power of conception, surrounds, upholds and then
immolates him. " The universe crushes me," wrote Pascal,
" yet I am superior to the universe, because I know that it is
crushing me and the universe knows nothing about it at all."
Strange to find Clemenceau quoting and agreeing with an
intelligence so wholly different from his own as Pascal's !

Then, fate, necessity, the Nemesis of Monism working on to
its foreseen but uncontrollable destiny, dominates the cosmos
and through the cosmos that infinitesimally small but sentient
and critical microbe man, who creates an individual ethic out
of this determinist material evolution. Francis Newman, the
.brother of the famous John Henry the Cardinal, said that it is
as impossible for man to comprehend matter developing and
reproducing itself from all time as it is for him to conceive of an
omnipotent deity superintending the matter he has created
in its evolution from all time. We are therefore driven back,
whether we like it or not, upon the ancient and never-ending
discussion of free-will and predestination in a non-theological
form which leaves in the main all the psychologic phenomena
untouched, including Clemenceau's own social morality that
impels him to champion the cause of the oppressed. Beyond
the demand for justice in the abstract and freedom in the
abstract applied as a test to each special case as it arises, there
is no guiding theory in OlemenceaVs philosophy. The recogni-,
tion of the struggle for existence among human beings, as
among plants and animals, does not imply any conscious
co-ordination of effort, arising out of the growth of society, in
order to do away with the antagonism engendered by life itself,
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